REFORMATION  MARTYRS
ceremony, relic or image stir up his heart to God, and preach
the Word of God, and the example of our Saviour Jesus,
more in one place than another; that he thither go I am
content.. . But to believe that God will be sought more in
one place than in another or that God will hear them more
in one place than in another,... is a false faith, and idolatry
or image-service.
It would be interesting to make a book of selections from
the writings of Thomas More, Tyndale, and Frith, with the
object of showing how much, during all their embittered
controversy, there was in common between them.
But, bitter as were the controversies not only of orthodox
against Reformers, but even of Reformers among themselves,
no shadow of misunderstanding ever arose between Tyndale
and Frith. When Frith came to England on his final mission,
Tyndale would gladly have accompanied him; but he knew
that his presence would only have been an added danger and
that his duties lay elsewhere. He wrote to Frith:
Finally, if there were in me any gift that could help at hand,
and aid you if need required, I promise you I would not be
far off, and commit the end to God: my soul is not faint
though my body be weary, But God hath made me evil favoured
in this world, and without grace in the sight of men, speech-
less and rude, dull and slow-witted. Your part shall be to
supply that lacketh in me;... Abundance of love maketh me
exceed in babbling.
But Frith was captured. Even in the Tower, Frith'managed
to carry on controversy with More. It was under difficulties:
CI may not have such books as are necessary for me; neither
get pen, ink, nor paper but only secretly; so that I am in
continual fear both of the Lieutenant and of my keeper, lest
they should espy any such thing by me ... Whensoever I hear
the keys ring at the doors, straight all must be conveyed out of
the way; and then if any notable thing had been in my mind,
it was clean lost.'
From the Tower, knowing that for himself only a martyr's
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